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Downstairs Update— 
 

This is probably the last picture taken of our red carpet. 
 

All the carpet in the fellowship has been removed.  The carpet in the Sun-
day School area that was damaged has been removed and all of the carpet 

and the walls from the High School room have been removed. 
Our trustees have been working really hard at removing the glue from the 

floors and preparing it for the new flooring. 
They have also been working on fixing the leaking issue in front of the 

church offices and along the entryway to the front of the church. 
We are so grateful for their time and dedication to our facilities! 

 

NOTE:  On Sunday, please use the office entrance 
(glass doors) if you need to enter the church from the front. 
 

 
 

Our next gathering is scheduled for Sunday, August 23 at 6:30 pm.  We will be discuss-
ing: “How to Age Disgracefully” by Clare Pooley.  Meeting place:  Janet Brooks’ home. 

 

All women are welcome to join us for a heartfelt discussion and a glass of wine!  If you 
have any questions, call Hope at (208) 405-6080.  
 

LWML GIFT PLANNING— 
Renee and Fran were chatting as they walked out of Church 

last Sunday.  Renee said, “I finally made the decision to move into 

a retirement community. My house was just getting to be too much 

for me, especially after Frank went to be with the Lord.  But I just 

don’t know where to get started on the packing.  I have lived in that 

house for thirty years and there is so much stuff to sort through.  I’m having a hard time starting.”  Fran replied, “If you 

would like, I can come help.  I have a lot of boxes, and we can just pick off one room at a time.”  Renee said, “Oh that 

would be lovely.”  The process began on Wednesday with lots of laughter and even a few tears. 

There are many “Big Things” in life that become easier to begin if we just have someone along with us.  Christian 

estate planning is one of those.  It requires organization of your information.  It includes conversations about what you 

want to accomplish.  It culminates in putting together legal documents that seem powerful, and maybe even a little scary.   

Your LWML Gift Planning Counselor can be your friend who will come along your side to get started.  They have 

expertise and training in helping you move through each step of the process so that you can feel confident about the 

finished product when you sign documents at your attorney (if necessary).  Instead of living with the burden of your 

procrastination, you can move forward, putting together a faithful stewardship plan directing the gifts the Lord has 

entrusted to you.  For assistance, contact Lois Anderson, loisandersonlwml@gmail.com, Cell: 208-954-3534  
 

August 2026 
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“Writing on the Wall” 
 

The poem titled “The Writing on the Wall” is starting to ring true for many students across the nation: 

“The writing on the wall was clear, another school year is drawing near. Fresh pencils, books, and nerv-

ous cheer, a brand-new start is finally here. With every word we choose to scrawl, we shape our future, 

big and small. The classroom hums, the lockers call—Let’s write our stories on the wall.” 

 

According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, the idiom “writing on the wall” is “used to say that it is clear 

that something bad will probably happen soon.” Here are some examples that I came across: "I didn't 

expect to lose my job, but when they started laying off employees in my department, I should have seen 

the writing on the wall" or "For the aging athlete, increased injuries and declining performance made the 

writing on the wall clear: it was time to retire."  

 

Many people do not realize it, but this expression originates in a dramatic historical event that appears in 

the Bible. It is recorded in Daniel 5. The king of Babylon, named Belshazzar, hosted a great feast in 

which he used the gold and silver vessels he had taken out of the temple of Jerusalem. Upon drinking 

wine and praising their deities of gold and silver, something strange happened: “Immediately the fingers 

of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace, opposite the 

lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. (Daniel 5:5)” The finger wrote MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 

and PARSIN. None of the king’s enchanters, Chaldeans, astrologers, or wise men could read or interpret 

these words. It was not until the queen suggested an Israelite named Daniel that the interpretation was 

found. We hear the outcome in Daniel 5:26-31, [Daniel said,] “‘This is the interpretation of the matter: 

MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; TEKEL, you have been 

weighed in the balances and found wanting; PERES, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and 

Persians.’ Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold was 

put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler in the 

kingdom. That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. And Darius the Mede received the 

kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.”  

 

When was the last time you experienced “writing on the wall”? God’s Law, which was written by God’s 

finger (Exodus 31:18), shows our sin. The Law of God shows us how we all have failed. We all have 

been unable to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 

[and] love your neighbor as yourself. (Mark 10:30-31)” The wage of sin is our own death. 

 

However, when you sin, turn to the One who told Thomas to “Put your finger here, and see my hands; 

put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe. (John 20:27)” It is in your 

crucified and risen Jesus that you find the forgiveness of all your sins. And since your sins are now 

forgiven, you believers in Jesus have eternal life, for your name has been written in the Book of Life. 

There is no better place to be written. 

 

Come and join us in our Bible studies as we learn more about the Lord who wrote us the Bible. For “All 

Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-

17)” 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Jason E. Gullidge 

John 1:1 
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How Does Your Garden Grow? 

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety 

of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another. Do 

you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God 

himself were speaking through you. Do you have the gift 

of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy 

that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring 

glory to God through Jesus Christ.” —1 Peter 4:10-11 

 

My father always had a big, robust garden. He grew up in 

rural North Carolina, where he acquired a headful of 

knowledge and years of experience on how to grow any 

Southern vegetable and fruit you can imagine. 
 

My youth was filled with that garden’s benefits—goodies 

like vine-ripe tomatoes, fresh corn, earthy potatoes, green 

cucumbers, sugar baby watermelons, sweet strawberries, 

and plump aubergines. I also got to feel its drawbacks—

shucking corn, shelling peas and beans, picking prickly 

cukes and okra, washing collards, weeding, plowing, and 

hoeing were all regular chores. In truth, my father did 

most of the work by himself. I helped just enough to oc-

casionally break a sweat. But my whole family enjoyed 

the harvest—immediately, as in vegetable soup so fresh it 

smacked of Eden, and year-round in tangy pickles, pre-

served tomatoes, and flavorful green beans canned in Ma-

son jars. 
 

My dad didn’t just work in his garden. He toiled. He 

would come home after a hard day’s work at the Charles-

ton Naval Shipyard to sow and reap in the soil. He in-

vested into it labor, time, and even money: it isn’t cheap 

to purchase all those plants, seeds, and tools. The water 

bills added up, too. 
 

Oddly (or perhaps not), my father never showed an ounce 

of pride in his verdant garden, though it was certainly 

pride-worthy. That was in line with his philosophy of life, 

which could be summed up in the words of Thoreau: 

“Live your life, do your work, then take your hat.” 
 

But there was something even more impressive to me 

about my father and his garden. He always grew more 

than our family could possibly eat or preserve. A 

shrewder man might have sold the excess—easily—and 

recouped his investment and then some. My father, 

though, never sold so much as a kernel of corn. 
 

Instead, he gave it away. Family, friends, neighbors, and 

even strangers were the beneficiaries of his generosity. If 

anyone found him and asked, he gave. When he had extra, 

he found others and gave. When I worked at the local li-

brary in college, almost every week in season he gave me 

bags of squash or peas or mustard greens to give to my 

coworkers. I’ll always remember how delighted and 

grateful they were to receive the fresh produce. It made 

me feel good, and I was just the deliverer. My father was 

using his garden to spread joy to people he never even 

met. 
 

We all have a garden. God has given each of us talents 

that produce fruit. Whether it’s kindness, music, writing, 

hospitality, work, designing, building, listening, or any 

other valuable trait, God wants us to do with our gardens 

exactly what my father did with his: share its fruit gener-

ously with others. 
 

I like to think when I write this devotion for you every 

month, I’m in accord with my father’s spirit. When I step 

into my classroom every day, I do likewise. It’s the same 

with every book and article I publish. Sometimes, when I 

get tired or selfish or discouraged, I think about quitting. 

Then I’m reminded of all those evenings after a full day 

of hard work, watching my father’s straining body push a 

plow through barren earth. Then I realize if there’s ever 

to be a harvest, I have to 

push on. 
 

What grows in your garden? 

Does it lie fallow, or do you 

toil in it? What do you do 

with its fruits? 

 

What will be the legacy of 

your harvest? 

https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=1317355&post_id=201497542&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=24am7m&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMjgxNDYxNjIsInBvc3RfaWQiOjIwMTQ5NzU0MiwiaWF0IjoxNzgxMTE5MTc1LCJleHAiOjE3ODM3MTExNzUsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0xMzE3MzU1Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.a0sTSzrIZSNPNP0HldhTxVh6V-Hv8S_hvj7fuu6lEu4
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Parent information night will be on Wednesday, September 2, 
at 6PM and the first day of school is Tuesday, September 8th.  
Registration for the 2026/2027 school year is open. Visit our 
website:  https://gracelutherancaldwell.org/tuition-and-registra-
tion/ for all the information you need to register your child.  
NOTE:  Our Pre-K AM class is full and we have opened an after-
noon class that will run from 12:00 to 2:30 PM (MTWTH).  There 
are 8 enrolled with 8 additional spots available in the PM class.  

We have 4 spots available in the Preschool only 3’s AM class which runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-
11:30 AM. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH 1-4PM 
WE ARE CELEBRATING OUR 50TH YEAR OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY! 

Join us for an afternoon filled with carnival games, popcorn, cotton candy, cake walks, 
raffles and a hot dog/bratwurst lunch! 

Raffles include kid bikes and themed baskets! 
All are invited! 

(Previous & current teachers, previous and current preschool & childcare families, members, non-
members and anyone curious about our Christian educational programs) 

 
This event is free except for the raffles. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Zion Lutheran School— 

They are looking for someone to share their gifts from God as they hire both a part-time PE Teacher and an After School 
Care (ASC) Assistant for the 2026-27 school year.   
 
The PE position is primarily on Wednesdays and Fridays from 12:30 to 3:00 pm and only requires about 6 hours a week.   
The ASC Assistant could be daily or several school days a week.  After-School Care starts at 3:00 pm, and students must 
be picked up by 6:00 pm.  Most days are 1 to 1.5 hours at most.   If you are interested in either one or both, please contact 
our School Board Chair (Mrs. Tonya Barber) with a resume at Schoolboard@zionlutherannampa.com.    
 
You can also reach out to the School Front Office (208) 466-9141 to assist you in connecting with the School Board Chair.   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prayer requests— 
Please submit your requests for prayer by phone (208) 459-4191 or by email to graceonkimball@gmail.com.  

Also, please note that not all members are on our prayer request distribution/contact list.  If you would like to be 

notified of prayer requests that come into our office, from and for our members please ask to be put on the 

“prayer chain” email distribution list.  This list is different from our “general” distribution list.   

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 

give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

The following people are currently on our prayer list: 

Donna Allen, Elizabeth Osmus, Bunnie Welshons, 

Sharon Andrews, Teresa Owens, Dave Vorderstrasse, 

Jerry Bengtson, Jim Nelson, Penny Storms Jeffries, Gary 

Olufson, Jerry Shaffer, Denise Shaffer, Doris Powell, 

Dave Koontz, Patti Wood, Kathy Tessmer, Mike Hardin, 

Janice Beaudry, Gregg Nanninga, Bryant Neal, David 

Ledington, Margaret Edmiston, Ken Kroll, Rayaline 

Hartsock, Charles & Paul Row, Merrill Sargent, and 

Carl Thomas.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God[b] may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

1 
 

 

2 
  9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship with 
          Holy Communion  
 

3 
  

4 

 

5 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

6:00 pm  
Board of Outreach 
 

6 
 

7 

 
 
 

8 
 

9  
Pastor’s 10th Year  

Ordination 
Anniversary 

 

  9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 

 

10 

 
11 
 

6:00 pm Elder’s 
Meeting 

12 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16   Backpack Blessing 
  9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship with 
          Holy Communion  
 

17 
 

18 
 

 

19 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

20 
 
 

21 22 
 

23 
  9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
11:45 am Board of Trustees 
 
  6:30 pm Grace Book Club 

24 
 

25 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

26 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

27 
 

 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
  9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 

 
 

31 
6:00 PM 

Concordia 
Circle/LWML 

UPCOMING SEPTEMBER EVENTS: 

• Preschool Open House/Parent Night is on Wednesday, September 2 at 6PM 

• First Day of Preschool is Tuesday, September 8 

• Crafters are starting back up on September 10 at 1PM 

• Preschools 50th year celebration September 12 at 1PM 

August 2026 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%203&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29854b

