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Childcare Center— 
 

We have 30 children enrolled as of January 1. 

We are striving to reach 45 by April 1st. 

Help us meet our enrollment goal and keep spreading the word! 
 

Our center provides a safe, loving, Christ-centered environment where children grow, play, and learn 

through hands-on experiences.  We proudly serve children ages 3 months to 5 years.  If you or 

someone you know is looking for quality childcare with a faith-filled approach, we’d love to welcome 

new families into our community!” 

 

• Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday 6:30 am – 6:00 pm.   

• Office Phone: (208) 402-5340 

• Email: gracechildcarecaldwell@gmail.com 

• Website: gracelutherancaldwell.org/childcare  

 

Preschool— 
Welcome back, hope you all had a wonderful time at Christ-
mas and we are all looking forward to the blessings your chil-
dren will bring to us in 2026.  School starts back up on the 5th 
for the Pre-K class and on the 6th for the Preschool 3s.  There 
is no school on Monday, January 19th due to the holiday. 
 

As we move into our 5th month of preschool, classes are focus-
ing on:  Winter and Transportation, the letters Pp, Cc, Ss, for the 3s and Jj, Kk, Pp for the 4s, numbers 12, 13, & 14, col-
ors are white & gray.  Our bible stories will be about Jesus as a boy, his baptism, John the Baptist, walking on water and 
becoming fishers of men. 
 

One of our Pre-K children will not be returning in January but we have been fortunate to fill the spot and the new student 
is also bringing a brother to our 3-year-old class so we will be full in both classes.  We can’t wait to meet our new enrol-
lee’s. 
 

Just a reminder that if the Caldwell school district closes for weather, our preschool classes will be cancelled as well. Who 
knows if we will even get any snow this year. 

 

Our next reading day is Tuesday, January 27at 9:30 AM.  The children really enjoy reading in the little 
groups and so enjoy taking the books home to read to their parents.  

 
 

Benefits & Importance of Reading to Children (https://www.all4kids.org/) 
Reading at home with your preschoolers comes with many benefits, here are just a few! 

▪ Supports cognitive development 
▪ Improves language skills 

▪ Prepares for academic success 
▪ Develops a special bond with your child 

January 2026 

mailto:gracechildcarecaldwell@gmail.com
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Greetings, Family of Grace Lutheran Church!  

My family and I wanted to write a little note to say “thank you” for the gifts, goodies, cards, and wishes for both 

my birthday and Christmas that we have received. We are so blessed to be part of such a wonderful family. 

We pray 2026 is an amazing year for you and your family as we remember that our Savior, Jesus, is always with 

us! 

Your Brother and Sisters in Christ,  

Pastor, Christa, and the Girls 

Matthew 1:23 

“Blotted out Spots” 
 

A New Year brings new optimism—an optimism that everything will improve. It's no wonder that many people make New 

Year’s resolutions. In 2024, the top resolutions, in reverse order, were: 5) Improve diet, 4) Weight loss, 3) Improved mental 

health, 2) Improved finances, and finally 1) Improved fitness. We make these goals for ourselves to enhance our lives and 

appearance. 

 

Over the coming year, I have decided to write an article each month about a common phrase used daily. However, each of 

these phrases originates from the Bible. It will be interesting to see if our usage is appropriate or has changed to fit our 

culture and context. Therefore, since it is January, the first month of the year, I have chosen to explore the common phrase: 

"a leopard can't change its spots." 

 

What does this idiom mean? It suggests that it is difficult, if not impossible, for an individual to change their fundamental 

character, especially when that character has negative traits. Essentially, it implies that inherited nature is unchangeable. 

This phrase is often used to describe bad habits such as lying, swearing, gossiping, and even stealing. We all have bad habits 

we wish we could break. Generally, it is easier to start a new habit than to break an old one. 

 

The phrase "a leopard can't change its spots" does not originate with Shakespeare but with the Bible, specifically the book 

of Jeremiah. Hear these words from Jeremiah 13:23, which states: “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his 

spots? Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do evil.” The Lord had no hope that the king, queen mother, 

priests, and other leaders in Jerusalem would repent. They continuously rejected His Word and had hardened their hearts 

against the Spirit that brought it. These Judeans were committing the sin of idolatry, which was the source of all their other 

sins. They were persistently going against God and His Law. 

 

A few chapters later, we see this issue is not limited to the Judeans. Jeremiah summarizes the human condition like this: 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick” (Jeremiah 17:9). This relates to what David wrote in Psalm 

51:5: “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” Judeans, David, you, me, and all of 

humanity are born sinners, in a state of rebellion against God. We can do nothing to change ourselves. After all, a leopard 

doesn’t change its spots. It all sounds quite hopeless. 

 

However, the Lord is a God of grace. We cannot change ourselves, but we have a God who delights in transforming His 

enemies into His friends and family members. And He does it! He provides everything necessary to save His people, offering 

salvation as a free gift of grace. The rhetorical question, “Can the leopard change his spots?” receives a resounding no, 

followed by something much better. Although the leopard cannot change itself, the Lord can change the leopard. We, sin-

ners, cannot save ourselves, but the Lord loves to save the sinner. That is our one and only hope. 

 

The Lord accomplishes this by taking upon Himself all our sins and their punishment of death at our baptism, exchanging 

them for Jesus’ forgiveness and salvation, which He earned on the cross and through the empty tomb. For He is the Lord 

who states in Ephesians 5:25-27: “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that 

he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to 

himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” These gifts are 

given to you, His bride, the church, every week. 

 

Come and receive these gifts this New Year of 2026! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Jason E. Gullidge 

Isaiah 43:25 
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Our next gathering is 
scheduled for Sun-
day, January 25 at 
6:30 pm.  We will be 
discussing “Counting 
Miracles” by Nicho-
las Sparks.  Meeting 
place:  Connie Sta-
dick’s residendence. 

 

A summary:  Tanner 

Hughes was raised by his grandparents, following in his 

grandfather’s military foot-

steps to become an Army 

Ranger. His whole life has 

been spent abroad, and he is 

the proverbial rolling stone: 

happiest when off on his 

next adventure, zero desire 

to settle down. But when his 

grandmother passes away, 

her last words to him are find 

where you belong. She also 

drops a bombshell, telling 

him the name of the father he 

never knew—and where to 

find him. 

All women are welcome to join us for a heartfelt discus-
sion and a glass of wine!  If you have any questions, call 
Hope at (208) 405-6080. 
 

Next Voter’s Meeting— 
Sunday, January 11th after worship service.  Voters will 
meet to discuss and approve a budget for 2026.  The 
Annual Report for 2025 will be distributed at this meet-
ing; therefore, to all board chairs, yearly summaries are 
due by January, 6th.   
 
 

The calendar for 2026 is up! 
You are welcome to bring in 
flowers for the sanctuary for 
either in memory of, in honor 
or, or just because.  Just 
sign up on the flower calen-
dar.  It is located outside 
Lynnette’s office.  You may 
bring in either one or two cut 

or potted flowers as there are two shelfs available to set 
them on.  We also offer the option for people to donate 
to a flower fund that will cover the cost of flowers for 
those Sunday’s when there are no sign-ups. Just indi-
cate that your donation is for the flower fund.  You may 
also request that the church order the flowers for you at 
your expense.  Please contact Patti Lawson if you would 
like this option and be sure to still sign up on the calen-
dar using the dry erase marker attached to the calendar. 
 
 

 
All women are welcome to join us for our next meeting 
on Sunday, January 4th after church.   
 
 

 

Rick boasted to Allen, “I just 

watched a YouTube video and 

was able to fix my twenty-year-

old clothes dryer.  I am feeling 

so confident now, that I bet I 

could use one of those online 

tools and write my own will 

too.  I can probably get this all 

done for less than $100.” 

 

Allen, who had just worked with his attorney said, 

“That’s impressive that you fixed your dryer.  But let me 

ask a few questions.  Do you own property in more than 

one state?  How are you going to choose who serves as 

your personal representative?  Which choices for end-of-

life medical concerns are you going to choose?  Would 

inheritance to family be best in a lump sum or stretched 

over time?  What is the most tax savvy way to minimize 

taxes when making a charitable gift?  I don’t think you 

are going to get all these answers through YouTube.” 

 

The reality is, there are many self-serve opportunities in 

life, from ATM’s, to self-checkout at the grocery store, 

to ordering a ride at the airport using Waymo, the auton-

omous cabs.  But you don’t get to self-diagnose illness 

or write your own prescriptions.  You need a doctor to 

do that.  You can’t fill your own air conditioning unit 

with refrigerant.  A licensed technician must do that.  So 

also, in the complex world of estates, you need the assis-

tance of those who specialize in doing this work, to 

make sure that mistakes don’t happen.  Your attorney or 

financial advisor bring much to the table.  But some-

times they specialize in wealth creation or wealth protec-

tion.  Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor 

specializes in charitable gifts and the smartest way to use 

the right asset, in the right way for the right gift.  It takes 

a team. 

To get your team all pulling for you, helping you in your 

faithful stewardship of God’s gifts, your LCMS Founda-

tion Gift Planning Counselor can assist.  Contact Lois 

Anderson, loisandersonlwml@gmail.com, Cell: 208-

954-3534   

 

 

mailto:loisandersonlwml@gmail.com
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BOISE MARCH FOR LIFE Sat. January 24, 2026 
The March is organized by Right to Life Idaho and will take place on Satur-
day, January 24. Lutherans are encouraged to attend 11:00a.m. Matins ser-
vice at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 5009 Cassia Street, Boise fol-
lowed by a sandwich luncheon in Good Shepherd’s fellowship hall, hosted 
by the Treasure Valley Chapter of Lutherans for Life.  The March for Life will 
assemble at Julia Davis Park and step off at 1:00 p.m. to march to the Idaho 
State Capitol. Please RSVP to Jacquie Rowen at 208-871-7862 for the 
luncheon by noon on Wednesday, January 21. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Raise Right has earned $753.48 for the childcare center since March!  Raise Right gift cards are 
great for stocking stuffers, teacher gifts, or even to use as you go out and shop from places like 
Amazon, Target, Walmart, Scheels, Bath and Body, Cabela's and more! Elizabeth Lane can help 
you get set up or she will have some gift cards in December to buy on the spot! Help raise money 
for our childcare center without spending anything more than you already would. Do you eat at 
Olive Garden, Dutch Bros, Burger King, Panera, Crumbl, Subway, McDonalds, Dairy Queen, 
Applebee’s or Papa Murphys? Do you shop at Home Depot, Pet Smart, Top Golf, Old Navy, 
JCPenney, Kohls, L.L. Bean, TJMaxx, Michaels, or Ross? These places and many more are on 
the Raise Right list! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prayer requests— 
Please submit your requests for prayer by phone (208) 459-4191 or by email to graceonkimball@gmail.com.  

Also, please note that not all members are on our prayer request distribution/contact list.   

If you would like to be notified of prayer requests that come into our office, from and for our members please 

ask to be put on the “prayer chain” email distribution list.  This list is different from our “general” distribution 

list.   

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 

give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Keep in our Prayers— 
We pray God’s healing, care and comfort for those dealing with: 

 
Cancer – Bunnie Welshons, Sharon Andrews, Don 

Southard, Teresa Owens, Dave Vorderstrasse, 

Jerry Bengtson, Jim Nelson, Penny Storms Jef-

fries, Gary Olufson, Jerry Shaffer, Denise Shaf-

fer, Doris Powell, Dave Koontz, Patti Wood, 

Kathy Tessmer, Mike Hardin 

Liver – Bryant Neal 

Heart – Janice Beaudry, Gregg Nanninga (on heart 

transplant list), Katherine Clark 

Mental health – David Ledington 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Preschool 3s meet every Tuesday & Thursday 
Preschool 4s meet every MTWTH 
Women’s Morning Bible Study with Lynnette = WMBS 
Women’s Evening Bible Study with Carla/Cindy = WEBS 
Women’s Thursday Morning Bible Study with Marilyn = WTMBS 

 
 

1  Happy New Year! 
 

2 
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9:00 am Weekly 
Fellowship at a member’s 
home 
 

4   
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
 with Holy Communion 

“Gotta go Goodies” 
 Coffee Hour 

Concordia Circle/LWML meets 
after service in Sunday School 
Area. 
  6:00 pm Youth Group  

5 
 

6 
9:15 am WMBS 
 
 
 
6:00 pm WEBS 
6:00 pm Men’s Theology on 
Tap – Fellowship Hall 

7 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

8 
9:30 am WTMBS 
1:00 pm Board of 
Stewardship & Finance 
1:00 pm Crafters 
 
6:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

9 
 

10 
9:00 am Weekly 
Fellowship at a member’s 
home 

 
 

11    Voter’s Meeting 
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
11:45 am Voter’s Meeting and 
taco lunch 
 
  6:00 pm Youth Group  

12 
 
 

 

13 
9:15 am WMBS 
9:30 am Preschool Reading 
Buddies 
 
6:00 pm WEBS 
6:00 pm Elders 

14 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

15 
9:30 am WTMBS 
9:30 am Preschool Chapel 
 
1:00 pm Crafters 

 

16 

 
17 
9:00 am Weekly 
Fellowship at a member’s 
home 

 
 

18 
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
with Holy Communion 
12:15 pm Confirmation 
  6:00 pm Youth Group  

19 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
 
No School 
for Pre-K 4’s 

20 

9:15 am WMBS 

 
 
6:00 pm WEBS 

21 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

22 
9:30 am WTMBS 

 
1:00 pm Crafters 

 

23 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

24 
9:00 am Weekly 
Fellowship at a member’s 
home 
 

25 
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
 
12:15 pm Confirmation Class 
 
  6:00 pm Youth Group 
  6:30 pm Grace Book Club 

26 27 
9:15 am WMBS 
 

9:30 am Preschool Reading 
Buddies 
 
6:00 pm WEBS 

28 
 

 
Bulletin Deadline 

 
 

29 
9:30 am WTMBS 

 
1:00 pm Crafters 

 
 

30 
 

31 
9:00 am Weekly 
Fellowship at a member’s 
home 

 
 

Isaiah 40: 30-31Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They 

will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint. 

January 2026 


