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December 2025

Childcare Center—

We provide a safe, loving, Christ-centered environment where children grow, play, and learn through
hands-on experiences. We proudly serve children ages 3 months to 5 years.

If you or someone you know is looking for quality childcare with a faith-filled approach, we’d love to
welcome new families into our community!”

Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday 6:30 am — 6:00 pm.
Office Phone: (208) 402-5340

Email: gracechildcarecaldwell@gmail.com

Website: gracelutherancaldwell.org/childcare

Preschool—

As we move into our 4" month of preschool, classes are focusing on:
Winter, Christmas, & Gingerbread, the letters |, J, T and the numbers 10
& 11. Our bible stories will focus on the birth of Our Lord and Savior.

Our preschool Christmas program will be on Thursday, December 11t at 6:30 p.m. and held in the Sanctuary. Family,
friends and church members are invited to attend.

Thank you to those who dined at our Mini-Thanksgiving Feast.
It was fun for al

Our next reading day "'\:'
is Tuesday, December 16
at 9:30 AM.

Reading

BUDDIES

Upcoming Winter Break—
No preschool December 22 through January 4.

Pre-K children return to school on Monday, January 5" and the Preschool 3s return on Tuesday, January 6.

) Chisiglimas
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“Christinas Names in the Gospels”

During the days leading up to Christmas, we hear many different names for Jesus. According to one source I read, “the
accounts of Matthew and Luke assign the blessed baby in the manager no fewer than 16 names and titles as they tell about
his birth and early life!” Therefore, as I wrap up my series on various names and titles of Jesus, I decided to do a summary
by reviewing popular Christmas names and titles, their Bible passages, and meanings.

Immanuel (Matthew 1:23)

This title is found initially in Isaiah 7:14. It means “God with us.” God’s prophet Isaiah had promised the king of Judah that
the Lord would deliver him from his enemies before a virgin gave birth to a son, whose name would be Immanuel. Therefore,
these words were being fulfilled by this Son that God gives and this child that is born in Bethlehem. What is special about
this God-man?

Messiah/ Christ (Matthew 1:18, 25, 2:4; Luke 2:11, 26)

Both of these names mean “Anointed One,” with the first taken from Hebrew and the second taken from Greek. This title
relates to three roles throughout Jewish history: prophets, priests, and kings. Unlike the old ones who died and another who
had to fill this office, this babe in the manger, Jesus, is the “Anointed One”, the eternal fulfillment of prophet, priest, and
king. What will this spokesman, sacrifice slayer, and ruler do?

Jesus (Matthew 1:21; Luke 1:31, 2:21)

This is the name that the angel commanded Mary and Joseph to name the child wrapped in swaddling cloth. It is the trans-
literation of the Greek version of the Hebrew word Yeshua (or Joshua). It is a compound word that means “Ya saves.” This
is short for “Yahweh saves,” or what we would say in “the Lord saves.” This child will grow and save His people and the
rest of humanity. Jesus would not free them from their Roman oppressors, unlike many thought this Anointed One would
do. Jesus will do what the angel had foretold to Joseph, “he will save his people from their sins.” How will Jesus save us
from our sins?

King of the Jews (Matthew 2:2)

When the magi came looking for this child, they came to Jerusalem. They asked for the “King of the Jews.” They were
taken to their ruler of the day, named Herod, an Edomite. With this leader, they learn from the Scribes that the One they
sought would be in Bethlehem. With this Word and God’s working through a star, these men make it to Jesus, bringing Him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These gifts point to the next time this title was used. What would be the next time?

Years would pass. This Immanuel would grow. The Holy Spirit would anoint him. And the Christ would go around the
region of Israel proclaiming to be the Lord who will save His people. The crowds begin following Him. Seeing the loss of
their authority and livelihood, the Jewish leadership would use this title “the King of the Jews” with the sinister plot to have
this anointed Immanuel put to death as an enemy of the state. And they succeed by having Jesus killed on a cross.

However, Jesus lived up to His name. It is by Jesus and His death, fol-

lowed by His miraculous resurrection, that the Lord saves us from our H I é N AME "‘ir»;»;gi%
sins and opens the gates of paradise. Like the prophet Isaiah said in 9:6,

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall

be upon his shoulder and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, éH A J_, J__ BE

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." Come and join us
with your family, friends, and neighbors as we look at these four names C A J_J_ED
during the midweek services this Advent Season!
Your Brother in Christ,
Pastor Jason E. Gullidge
Isaiah 9:6-7




Our next gathering

is scheduled for
W\LB ‘ CQ“L Sunday, December
28 at 6:30 pm. We

will be discussing
“Wrapped in Rain”

' by Charles Martin.

Meeting place:
MaryEtta Fredrick-
son’s.

A summary: An internationally famous photographer,
Tucker Mason has traveled the world, capturing things
other people don’t see. But what Tucker himself can’t see
is how to let go of the past
and forgive his father. On a
sprawling Southern estate,
Tucker and his younger
brother, Mutt, were raised by
their housekeeper, Miss Ella
Rain, who loved the mother-
less boys like her own. Hir-
ing her to take care of Wa-
verly Hall and the boys was
the only good thing their fa-
ther ever did. When his
brother escapes from a men-
tal hospital and an old girl-
friend appears with her son
and a black eye, Tucker is
forced to return home and face the agony of his own tragic
past.

CHARLES
EVIARTINS

D

IN RAIN

All women are welcome to join us for a heartfelt discus-
sion and a glass of wine! If you have any questions, call
Hope at (208) 405-6080.

Lutheran Women
» IN Mission

All women are welcome to join us this year for our pot-
luck Christmas dinner party on December 8™ at 6:00
p.m. Bring a side dish to go with ham, or a dessert. If
you want to participate in the gift exchange, please limit
your purchase to $20.

Greeting cards available by the box ($5 for 12) or individ-
ually ($0.50). Christmas cards are also available for pur-
chase in the fellowship hall/downstairs. Box of 12 $5 and
box of 24 $10. Barbara James and/or Dee Volk are
available to help you with your card purchases or you
may contact the church office.

a . Have you participated in any
. high school class reunions?
IftS Some classes are great at get-

r ./ ting together. Other classmates
o have been thrown to the wind

(’_Z/f' ~+ across the country, even the
~l_ world, and rarely connect.

: Maybe you have someone from
Returning God’s Blessings Your class that shares old pic-

tures on social media. It’'s funto
reminisce. But maybe in the midst of that remembering
also comes a certain amount of regret, as you think about
the wide-eyed enthusiasm you used to have about what
you would accomplish in the future, and now it feels like
you are just wrapping up.

For some, working on their estate plan may actually
feel like giving up, as if most of the living is complete in
life. But there is another way to think of it. A Christian
estate plan is one of anticipation, as the Lord Jesus will
lead us to the glory that He has prepared for us. St. Paul
once said, “Nothing can compare to the glory that is about
to be revealed in us.” (Romans 8) An estate plan looks at
physical things, and recognizes they have belonged to the
Lord all along. And now we get to put a plan in place, in
how our family will be blessed in inheritance and how we
can support the work of God’s Kingdom in the ministry of
the Church. There is no end here, but bright prospects.

Sometimes we need a little help and encouragement
to maintain that kind of positive perspective. Your LCMS
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact
Lois Anderson, loisandersonlwmi@gmail.com, Cell: 208-
954-3534

Next DIY Event—

DIY — Christmas T-Shirt/Sweatshirt

December 6 '
1-2 PM

Reverse Applique
Must have
Sweatshirt

S5 Fee & bring your own T-Shirt/Sweatshirt.
Sign up on family board or use the QR Code.
Talk to Carla Shields for more information.

Next Voter’s Meeting—

Sunday, January 11th after worship service. Voters will
meet to discuss and approve a budget for 2026. The
Annual Report for 2025 will be distributed at this meet-
ing; therefore, to all board chairs, yearly summaries are
due by January, 6.

Church Officers for 2026—
e Chairman: Chuck Stadick
o Recording Secretary: Cindy Runyan
e Financial Secretary: Mike Pierce
e Treasurer: Carrie Bass
Thank you all for your service to our church.
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Children’s Christmas Program—
Sunday, December 215t at 10:30 AM.

JESUS: GOD’'S PROMISE

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN OUR
UPCOMING CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Christmas Eve Family Carols and Readings Candlelight Service
Wednesday, Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm "Prince of Peace"” - Isaiah 9:2-7

Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion
Thursday, Dec. 25 - 10:00 am "Pass Through" - Isaiah 52:7-10
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Raise Right has earned $753.48 for the childcare center since March! Raise Right gift cards are
great for stocking stuffers, teacher gifts, or even to use as you go out and shop from places like
Amazon, Target, Walmart, Scheels, Bath and Body, Cabela's and more! Elizabeth Lane can help
you get set up or she will have some gift cards in December to buy on the spot! Help raise money
for our childcare center without spending anything more than you already would. Do you eat at
Olive Garden, Dutch Bros, Burger King, Panera, Crumbl, Subway, McDonalds, Dairy Queen,
Applebee’s or Papa Murphys? Do you shop at Home Depot, Pet Smart, Top Golf, Old Navy,
JCPenney, Kohls, L.L. Bean, TUIMaxx, Michaels, or Ross? These places and many more are on
the Raise Right list!

RaiseRight
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Prayer requests—

Please submit your requests for prayer by phone (208) 459-4191 or by email to graceonkimball@gmail.com.
Also, please note that not all members are on our prayer request distribution/contact list.

If vou would like to be notified of prayer requests that come into our office, from and for our members please
ask to be put on the “prayer chain’ email distribution list. This list is different from our “general” distribution
list.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Keep in our Prayers—
We pray God’s healing, care and comfort for those dealing with:

Cancer — Bunnie Welshons, Sharon Andrews, Don
Southard, Teresa Owens, Dave Vorderstrasse,
Jerry Bengtson, Jim Nelson, Penny Storms Jef-
fries, Gary Olufson, Jerry Shaffer, Denise Shaf-
fer, Doris Powell, Dave Koontz, Patti Wood,
Kathy Tessmer, Mike Hardin

Liver — Bryant Neal

Heart — Janice Beaudry, Gregg Nanninga (on heart
transplant list), Katherine Clark

Mental health — David Ledington

Deaths — Gail Meyer, Patrick Knee

Psalm 145:18



December 2025

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
9:15 am Women'’s 9:30 am Preschool Chapel
Morning Bible Study Bulletin Deadline |1:00 pm Crafters 5:30 pm 1:00 pm DIY Event —
5:30 pm Soup Supper | 5:00 pm Board of Outreach Parent’'s |Christmas Shirts
6:00 pm Theology 6:15 pm Hymn Sing Night Out |See page 3
on Tap 6:30 pm Advent Service g
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
9:15 am Christian Education 6:00 pm 9:15 am Women'’s 9:00 am Weekly Fellowship at
10:30 am Family Worship Concordia | Morning Bible Study Bulletin Deadline |1:00 pm Crafters a member’s home
with Holy Communion Circle/LWML 5:30 pm Soup Supper
12:15 pm Confirmation Class Christmas 6:15 pm Hymn Sing | 6:30 pm Preschool Christmas
6:00 pm Youth Group Dinner/Party 6:00 pm Elders 6:30 pm Advent Service | Program
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:15 am Christian Education 9:15 am Women'’s 9:00 am Weekly Fellowship at
10:30 am Family Worship Morning Bible Study Bulletin Deadline |9:30 am Preschool Chapel a member’'s home
with Holy Communion 9:30 am Preschool 5:30 pm Soup Supper | 1:00 pm Crafters
12:15 pm Confirmation Class Reading Buddies 6:15 pm Hymn Sing
6:00 pm Youth Group 6:30 pm Advent Service
21 22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day 26 27
9:15 am Christian Education Bulletin 9:00 am Weekly Fellowship at
10:30 am Christmas Program Pr_eschool on & 10:00 am Christmas Day a member’s home
with a modified Worship W"gi;?(;?ak Newsletter Worship Service with Holy
Service/no communion Deadline Communion
12:15 pm Confirmation resumes 7:00 pm Carol &
6:00 pm Youth Gro th y . .
P ! up Jan. 57 & 6th Candlelight Service
28 29 30 Isaiah 9:6

9:15 am Christian Education

10:30 am Family Worship

12:15 pm Confirmation Class

6:00 pm Youth Group

6:30 pm Grace Book Club

31 New Year’s Eve

Bulletin Deadline

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,; and the government shall

be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."




