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Childcare Center— 
 

Exciting Growth at Grace Lutheran Childcare! 

We’re thrilled to share that our enrollment has reached 25 children — and we’re continuing to welcome 

new families through ongoing tours each week! The energy and excitement on campus are growing right 

along with us. Thank you for helping us build such a warm, faith-filled community where children can 

learn, grow, and know Jesus every day.  
 

 

• Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday 6:30 am – 6:00 pm.   

• Office Phone: (208) 402-5340 

• Email: gracechildcarecaldwell@gmail.com 

• Website: gracelutherancaldwell.org/childcare  

 

Preschool News— 
As we move into our 3rd month of preschool, classes are focusing on:  
Thanksgiving and hibernation. The letters G, M, H and the numbers 7, 8 
& 9.  Our bible stories are: Jonah & the fish, David & Goliath, and Dan-
iel & the lion’s den.   
 
Parents, please remember jackets, hat, & mittens as the weather is getting colder. 
 
Some October ART from the classrooms: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Note:  Our next reading day is Tuesday 
  November 18 at 9:30 AM. 

3s – Fire Flame             4s – Pumpkin Patch    . 

 
Upcoming Event:   

Thanksgiving Mini-Feast - November 20th 11:00AM 
Students are welcome to bring one special guest to this event.   

 
Upcoming Break:  Fall Break 

No preschool the week of November 24th.  Enjoy Thanksgiving with your families! We will 
resume school on Monday, Dec. 1 for the 4’s and Tuesday, Dec. 3 for the 3’s. 

November 2025 
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“A to Z: Alpha and Omega” 
 

    The name "Alpha and Omega" appears three 

times in Revelation and nowhere else in Scripture. 

Jesus states in Revelation 1:8, “I am the Alpha and 

the Omega, the Beginning and the End," and in 

Revelation 1:11, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the First and the Last.” Finally, in Revelation 

22:13, Jesus combines these, saying, “I am the Al-

pha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 

First and the Last." What meaning does this name 

hold? Alpha and omega are the beginning and end, 

the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet—our 

equivalents of “A” and “Z.” One source mentions 

that Jewish rabbis used the first and last letters of 

the Hebrew alphabet, “Alef to Tav,” to denote the 

whole of anything, from beginning to end. Since 

none of us and all of creation have existed from the 

beginning, it refers to something eternal. The only 

individual fitting this is God, conveying His eter-

nal nature. 

     Jesus, as “Alpha and Omega,” signifies His 

eternal nature; He has always existed and will con-

tinue indefinitely. Present at the beginning of cre-

ation, He will also be there at the end. As the Sec-

ond Person of the Trinity, He participated in crea-

tion. In Proverbs 8, Solomon wrote, “When he es-

tablished the heavens, I was there.” Meanwhile, 

John, in chapter 1 of his Gospel, adds, “In the be-

ginning was the Word … All things were made 

through him.” Jesus likewise will be present at the 

end, as Peter noted in 2 Peter 3:10, “But the day of 

the Lord will come like a thief.” Revelation also 

discusses end times and Jesus' role. As incarnate 

God, Jesus is everlasting, existing without begin-

ning or end. 

     On the other hand, by identifying Himself as the 

“Alpha and Omega,” Jesus identifies Himself as 

the God of the Old Testament. When Moses en-

countered Him at the burning bush, He called Him-

self “I am who I am” (Exodus 3:15). In a similar 

way, when He spoke to the prophet Isaiah, I, the 

Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he” (41:4), 

“I am the first and I am the last; besides me there 

is no god” (44:6), and “Listen to me, O Jacob, and 

Israel, whom I called! I am he; I am the first, and I 

am the last” (48:12). By proclaiming Himself as 

the “Alpha and Omega,” Jesus asserts His divinity 

and continuity with God as revealed in the Old 

Testament. 

     Lastly, what does this mean for us? Jesus as 

“the Alpha and Omega” signifies that He is the 

"author and perfecter" of our faith. The author of 

Hebrews states in 12:1-2, “Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 

so closely, and let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 

set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne 

of God.” In essence, Jesus offers salvation, and His 

new covenant is eternal and unchangeable. 

Through the Gospel and Sacraments, He estab-

lishes our faith and fulfills our salvation. Jesus is 

central to the Scriptures, embodying both Law and 

Gospel (John 1:1, 14). He fulfills the Law’s re-

quirements (Matthew 5:17) and is the center of the 

Gospel of grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

From Genesis to Revelation, it is all about Jesus. 

He also in His gifts of the Sacraments (Matthew 

26:26-28; Romans 6:3-5). Jesus is the author, per-

fecter, completer, and fulfiller of our faith. 

     Jesus, the “Alpha to Omega,” “Alef to Tav,” 

and “A to Z,” is about what He is and what He does 

for you so that you can be with Him forever. And 

this is the Good News we hear and receive every 

week at Grace! Therefore, we are now welcome 

home in His eternal kingdom forever! 
 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Jason E. Gullidge 

Ephesians 2:8-10 
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Our next gathering is scheduled for Sunday, November 23 at 6:30 pm.  We will be 
discussing “The House of Love and Death” by Andrew Klavan.  Meeting place:  Marilyn 
Seay’s. 

 

A summary:  When a family is murdered in a wealthy Chicago 

suburb, English professor Cameron Winters asks the questions 

that the police aren’t willing to.  Professor Cameron Winters is 

well known for having a sense about crime. His background as a 

former spy and his current work investigating themes and mo-

tives in literature give him unique insight into why a crime might 

have occurred and who had the reason to commit it. Which is 

why he can’t resist getting involved after reading a puzzling news story about a wealthy family killed 

in the small town of Maidenvale. Three members of the family, along with their live-in nanny, were 

pulled from their burning mansion, already dead from gunshot wounds. The only survivor is a young 

boy whose memory of the event raises more questions than answers. The police seem to have settled 

on a simple explanation and the most obvious suspect, but something isn’t adding up. 
 

All women are welcome to join us for a heartfelt discussion and a glass of wine!  If you have any questions, call Hope at 
(208) 405-6080. 

 

Voter’s Meeting and Lunch— 
Our next voter’s meeting is on Sunday, November 9th.  We are having a chili with 

toppings lunch, cornbread, dessert and refreshments.  An email with a sign-up link 
went out on October 22.  The meeting will include the annual election of church offic-
ers (chairman, recording secretary, financial secretary, and treasurer).  Over the last 
month or so, board chairs have been meeting with their boards and working towards 
filling vacancies and/or recruiting members to join a board.  We have 6 boards:   

• Board of Elders 

• Board of Education 

• Board of Trustees 

• Board of Stewardship and Finance 

• Board of Outreach 

• Childcare Center/Pre-School Board 
Those members who have completed a three-year term are eligible to be nominated to serve again.  Boards require a 

minimum number of members to operate.  Members are invited to prayerfully consider how they might wish to serve and 
to convey their interest to one of the nominations committee members:  Chuck Stadick, Charlie Rowen, Myron Volk, Cindy 
Runyan, Cathy Reinke, Dick Ledington & Jimmy Boeder.  Grace has plenty of members whose talents and abilities could 
be used for building up the church through this service.  If you would like a description of a particular board and its respon-
sibilities, please contact the church office.  Descriptions are available electronically or hard copy. 

Also, this is the time for members who are not voters to become voting members.  If you are interested in becoming a 
voting member, please contact Pastor Gullidge, Charlie Rowen or Chuck Stadick.    
 

Everybody’s Thanksgiving— 
 

Join us Saturday, November 22nd at 3:00 pm  
for Thanksgiving dinner, worship service, and dessert. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the entryway. 
This event is in lieu of a Thanksgiving Eve service. 

 
Next meeting is Monday, November 3rd at 6:00 p.m. in the church fellowship room.  
All women are welcome to join.  Contact Carla Shields if you have any questions. 
 

We are supporting the Boise Rescue Mission this month.  Their needs lists are 
posted for canned, pantry, snack, clothing & personal hygiene items.  Goto Boi-

serm.org/donate/current-needs for a complete list.  Place items in the big blue barrel. 
 
Greeting and Thanksgiving cards are available by the box ($5 for 12) or individually ($0.50).  
Starting in November boxed Christmas cards will be available. Box of 12 $5 and box of 24 
$10.  Barbara James is available to help you with your card purchases. If unable to find her, 
contact Dee Volk.   
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Fred was perturbed.  His friend Mike asked what was wrong.  Fred, a retired accountant, began 
emotionally sharing how frustrated he was that his home budget predictions for groceries weren’t cov-
ering the cost.  “Every week my wife keeps begging me for more money to do grocery shopping.  I just 
snap back at her that I didn’t budget for that five years ago.  A budget is a budget.” 

We all probably can see the silliness of this story.  Yet it points to how we can allow our plans to be 
fashioned in cement to such an extent that they aren’t keeping up with the reality of today, or even the 
changes that might happen in the future. 

In estate planning, it never works to create a plan and then believe that it will stay in place without 
any changes needed for thirty years.  Families change.  Economics changes.  Health changes.  Ministries I wish to support 
can change too.  Because of all this change, our estate plans must keep up. 

Is it time for you to begin a review of what your plans were in the past, seeing if they are aligned with present realities?  Your 
LWML Gift Planning Counselor can help.  Contact our Utah-Idaho counselor, Lois Anderson, loisandersonlwml@gmail.com, 
Cell: 208-954-3534   

 

Prayer requests— 
Please submit your prayer requests by phone (208) 459-4191 or by email to graceonkimball@gmail.com. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Keep in our Prayers— 
We pray God’s healing, care and comfort for those dealing with: 

Cancer – Bunnie Welshons, Sharon Andrews, Patrick 

Knee, Don Southard, Teresa Owens, Dave 

Vorderstrasse, Wayne Snavely, Jerry Bengtson, 

Jim Nelson, Penny Storms Jeffries, Gary 

Olufson, Jerry Shaffer, Denise Shaffer, Doris 

Powell, Dave Koontz, Patti Wood, Kathy 

Tessmer, Mike Hardin 

Liver – Bryant Neal 

Heart – Terry Hensen, Janice Beaudry, Gregg Nanninga 

(on heart transplant list), Katherine Clark 

Mental health – David Ledington 

 

mailto:loisandersonlwml@gmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Gratitude:  the quality of being thankful; 
readiness to show appreciation for and to 

return kindness 

Daylight Savings Time Ends Nov.2 

Turn your clocks back one hour before 

 you go to bed on Nov. 1. 

1 

9:00 am Weekly Fellowship at 
a member’s home 

2  
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
 with Holy Communion 
12:15 pm Confirmation 
Class 
  6:00 pm Youth Group 

3 
 

6:00 pm 
Concordia 

Circle/LWML 
Meeting 

4  Election Day 

9:00 am Women’s 
Morning Bible Study 
11:45 am Preschool Staff 
meeting 
6:00 pm Women’s 
Bible Study   

5 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
5:30 pm Outreach 

 

6 
9:30 am Preschool Chapel 
1:00 pm Crafters 
1:00 pm Board of 
Stewardship & Finance 
5:00 pm Council Meeting 

7 
 

 

8 

9:00 am Fall Clean-UP 
 
5:00 pm Family Focus Night 
 
5:30 pm Friendship Celebration 
Auction, Meridian 

9  Voter’s Meeting 
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
  Chili lunch after service 
  6:00 pm Youth Group 

10 
 

11  Veterans Day 
9:00 am Women’s 
Morning Bible Study 
6:00 pm W Bible Study 
6:00 pm Elders 

12 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

13 

9:30 am Preschool Chapel 
 
1:00 pm Crafters 

14 
 

15 
9:00 am Weekly Fellowship at 
a member’s home 
1:00 pm DIY event -  
Learn to Crochet 

16 
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
 with Holy Communion 
12:15 pm Confirmation 
  6:00 pm Youth Group 

17 
 
 

 

18 
9:00 am Women’s 
Morning Bible Study 
9:30 am Preschool 
Reading Buddies 
6:00 pm Women’s Bible 
Study 

19 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

20 
 
9:30 am Preschool Chapel 
1:00 pm Crafters 

 

21 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

 

22 
9:00 am Weekly Fellowship at 
a member’s home 
3:00 p.m. Everybody’s 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
4:00 p.m. Service 
5:00 p.m. Dessert 

23 
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
11:45 am Board of Trustees 
12:15 pm Confirmation  
  6:00 pm Youth Group 
  6:30 pm Grace Book Club 

24 25 
 

 

26 
Bulletin Deadline 

27  Thanksgiving Day 
 

 

28 29 
9:00 am Weekly Fellowship at 
a member’s home 
10:00 am LWML Decorate 
Sanctuary Tree 

30 
9:15 am Christian Education 
10:30 am Family Worship 
12:15 pm Confirmation 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; 
I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 

Psalm 9:1 

November 2025 

Fall Break – No Preschool 


