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Summer Travel Plans?

Summer is a time for travel and vacation. We pray that
as you travel God will bless you with a safe journey, rest
and recreation wherever you go.

We encourage you to also make the Lord part of your
summer plans, as well. If you know where you will be on
a given Sunday, contact the church office and we will pro-
vide you with the location of the nearest LCMS congrega-
tion, or you may go to https://www.lcms.org/about/direc-
tories and search on your destination.

Summer Women'’s Bible Study—

JUNE 9-13
Grades Pre-K thru 6%
9:00AM — Noon

This event is Free!

Children must be signed in when dropped off and signed out
when picked up.

Friday, the 131 at noon, is the family BBQ, dunk tank, and in-
flatable obstacle course.

Register online at vbspro.events/p/glcaldwell
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“Gardening with Jesus”

As a child, I recall the joy of my parents’ garden, a vibrant
patch of life where we cultivated an array of produce. Beans,
peas, carrots, radishes, lettuce, zucchinis, tomatoes, along
with flourishing fruit trees and bushes, flourished under our
care. Though I occasionally grumbled about the time spent
watering and weeding, especially when it cut into my play-
time, nothing compared to the joy of harvesting our ripened
bounty. That part was always the highlight for me.

This year, we have explored some of Jesus's familiar names
and titles. Yet this month, we turn our attention to a less
common title. It is found only once in the Gospels: Jesus is
a Gardener.

On Easter Sunday, Mary Magdalene went to Jesus's tomb.
To her surprise, she noticed that the stone had been rolled
away. She raised the alarm to Peter and the other disciple:
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” After these two men left,
Mary returned to the grave, weeping. One individual | read
compared her to Eve: “Wasn’t it in the garden that Eve, with
Adam, fell away from God? In so doing, didn’t she bring a
curse of pain and sorrow upon herself? Wasn’t death the re-
sult of her and her husband's sin? In her helplessness, hope-
lessness, and loneliness, Mary Magdalene, the daughter of
Eve, weeps.”

So it is for all of us children of Eve. We are dust and to dust
we return. Everything in this life is temporary. Nothing lasts.
Everything eventually breaks down. The prophet Isaiah ac-
curately describes our state: “All flesh is grass, and all its
beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the
flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower
fades, but the word of our God will stand forever” (Isaiah
40:6-8). Even those filled with vigor and energy now will
face their own death. No matter how hard we try, there is no
way we can prevent our own mortality. We will all end
where we left Mary in the garden, “bent over, staring
through wet eyes into the mouth of the grave.”

When Mary looked into that grave, the tomb was not empty.
Two angels were sitting where the body of the Lord had been
laid. They asked her: “Woman, why are you weeping?” I
like how one interpreted those words, “There's no need for
tears anymore. For the crucified One whom you seek has
risen. He who bore the curse of the world's sin has redeemed
you from the curse forever. He who was held by the jaws of
the grave has shattered those jaws and has destroyed death's
power over you. He who did battle with the kingdom of
darkness has crushed the devil's head by His holy cross, set-
ting you free from hellish bondage. Do not cry. For Jesus is
alive for you as the triumphant congueror and the Lord of
all.”

Upon hearing these words, Mary turned around. The Gospel
writer's word “turn” here signified that something important
would occur. “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are
you seeking?” Supposing him to be the Gardener, she said
to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Was Mary
mistaken? Jesus is definitely a Gardener. Over these last
three years, He had planted seeds of faith through His Word.
Jesus now was taking care of His people like Lord God “took
the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and
keep it” (Genesis 2:15). Not only is Jesus the Gardner, He is
also the Seed that was planted in this garden three days ear-
lier following His crucifixion. He is the Promised Seed of
Eve, who overcomes the serpent. Jesus had previously said,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit” (John 12:24). Jesus is the new vine of the gar-
den (John 15:1, 5), which has arisen out of the earth, bearing
abundant fruit, making those that believe alive in Him, giv-
ing them share in His eternal resurrection, where “He will
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away” (Revela-
tion 21:4). Therefore, Jesus called her by name, “Mary!” to
turn her once again to see that it was Him, the giver of all
these gifts.

The resurrected Jesus has not stopped gardening. Jesus is
still using His Word to plant seeds of faith in each one of us,
breathing the life-giving message of the Gospel. Jesus wa-
ters it with the ungquenchable waters of our baptism. Jesus
feeds and nurtures it with His body and blood under those
earthly elements of bread and wine. And one day, Jesus will
harvest it, when Jesus calls you by name to dwell with Mary
and all those saints that have gone before us to share in His
eternal resurrection in the eternal walled garden of paradise,
where “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away” (Revelation 21:4). This is how Jesus gardens.

Come and be watered and fed at Grace Lutheran Church this
Summer 2025!

Your Brother in Christ,
Pastor Jason E. Gullidge
John 20:18



Ao Besk Clit

A summary: Emma
Woodhouse is one of

Austen's most captivat-
ing and vivid charac-
ters. Beautiful, spoilt,
vain and irrepressibly
witty, Emma organizes
the lives of the inhabit-
ants of her sleepy little
village and plays
matchmaker with dev-
astating effect. The
book is just under 500
pages.

All women are wel-
come to join us for a
heartfelt discussion and
a glass of wine! If you

Grace Book Club. We are tak-
ing June off and therefore our
next gathering is scheduled for
Sunday, July 27 at 6:30 pm. We
will be discussing “Emma” by
Jane Austen. Meeting place:
TBD.

Emma

have any questions, call Hope at (208) 405-6080.
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Newsletter Deadline—

The deadline for July’s newsletter is the 20t of June. Your
church secretary will
be on vacation June
26 thru July 8™,
Please have your arti-
cles submitted by Fri-
day June 20" so the
newsletter can be
completed before
Hope goes on vaca-
tion. THANKS!

Holy Land Trip—

Pastor Randy and Carlene Benscoter will be hosting a Holy
Land Faith Enrich-

ment Tour Febru-

ary 17-26, 2026

with an optional 4

day Egypt exten-

sion. In all we will

visit about 50 Bibli-

cal and historical

sites. This is a

wonderful trip if you have ever wanted to walk in the foot-
steps of Jesus. If anyone is interested or has questions,
contact Pastor Randy at 208-634-9516 or randall.bensco-
ter@gmail.com for details and answers.
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June 7t

9:00 AM -2:00 PM

To Sign up - Scan the QR Code

https://gracelutherancaldwell.org/community-service/

Or talk to Cathy Reinke or Carla Shields
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Preschool News!

4-Year-0Old Class

May was our last month of school and went by way too fast. We had fun learning and practicing our songs
for our celebration. We painted the northern lights, cut out trees and bears to go along with our tents
to create our camping board to decorate the sanctuary with. We made caterpillar & butterfly crafts
while watching our own very real caterpillars go through their life cycle to become beautiful butterflies.
We had a special day for our butterfly release and even had another day for one little late bloomer. We
made our moms "You Rock” painted rock photo holders for Mother's Day and made our dad's a super awe-
some gift to go home for next month for Father's Day. We had fun learning our last letters for the year.
Our last day of school and preschool celebration was on May 15™. The theme was True North: “Trusting
Jesus in a Wild World" & the kids did amazing singing their songs and looked adorable for the celebra-
tion.

Our learning focus for the month was on the letters Oo-Ii-Zz, number review 1-20, the hexagon shape,
the AABC pattern and all the colors of the rainbow.

Bible verses: "Everyone who calls upon the name of the lord shall be saved.” - Acts 2:21 & "Love is Pa-
tient, Love is Kind." - 1 Corinthians 13:4. Our stories focused on Fruits of the Spirit & how Jesus showed
love and kindness.

If you'd like some ideas for continuing learning over the summer this website is jam packed full of fun
ideas. The teacher is so generous in providing video and materials to make learning fun and easy.
https://pocketofpreschool.com

Have a blessed summer!!
Mrs. Amanda Gigray & Mrs. Cheri Nichols

3-Year-0Old Class

We want to thank all the parents and grandparents who, not only came to our year end celebration, but entrusted
us by sharing their children this year. It is our hope that we planted seeds of not only a love for learning but a love for
Jesus and faith that they’ll share with JOY LIKE A FOUNTAIN!

We are also so grateful for the kindness extended, thoughtfulness of the teacher appreciation and of end of year
gifts, and spoiling us BIG. We were so moved by the outpouring of love. From the bottom of our hearts, “Thank you!!”

We had a great last month where we spent talking about the Ascension of Jesus and the Great Commission. We
spent a lot of time talking about how Jesus is not only coming back to be with us, but in trusting in God’s plan and
sharing His love by living out the Fruits of the Spirit.

Birthdays, birthdays, and more birthdays! We had a great time celebrating all of our summer birthdays, singing
“Happy Birthday to you...” five times over. Partnering in that celebration with our end of year pizza party to also cele-
brate all the hard work and their growth. These kids have thrived and it's been so amazing to watch them grow, and
equally as hard to watch them go. Oh, how we will miss them dearly!

This month our bible verse was “Trust in the Lord God with all your heart” Proverbs 3:5. We reviewed all of the
shapes, colors, letters, and numbers. The final days of May were many a poster board projects, and we saw some of
the cutest little campers we ever did see. We hope you enjoyed seeing their adorable faces peeking from their tents.
They thoroughly enjoyed stamping their campfires with giant marshmallows. The cutting skills were night and day
from the starting of the year! Watching seeds sprout led to Mother's Day potted geranium gifting, and the unassisted
answers to “All About Dad” was especially sweet and humorous to send home for June.

We feel so blessed to have had such an amazing year. We pray that you and your children have a safe, adven-
turous summer, and they continue to ‘Go Tell It On The Mountain’!

God Bless, Ms. Andrea & Ms. Martha



Next get together is Monday, June 2" at 6:00 pm downstairs in the fellowship
hall — ALL women of the church are invited. They are having a salad dinner

I,—Uther,an Women potluck. Come and find out what this group is all about. This will be their last
- In Mission gathering until September 8t

Unloading boxes of food & filling boxes with food!

‘ ' PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER

Baby Bottle Boomerang

Mother’s Day, May 11-
Father’s Day, June 15

All proceeds benefit Lifeline Pregnancy Resource Center

Take a Baby Bottle Home ‘

Fill aottle

Fill it With Cash, Check or
Coins or Scan the QR Code to
Give Online

Return Bottles by Father’s
Day, June 15th

—— o

“Frank, you know what I found in the back of the attic? I found the first golf clubs I ever had. My
grandfather gave them to me. I haven’t even touched them in thirty years.”
} “Bob, why do you still have those?”

“They are important to me. They remind me of my grandfather.”

of “Thirty years of dust on those clubs doesn’t exactly reflect importance.”

We cling to things. Something a grandparent gave to you will very likely have no meaning to your children

or grandchildren, who never met that grandparent. Yet for some reason, we still cling.

If we really consider God’s Word, we aren’t focused on the “gathering” in life, but the “use” of life and
all the gifts that go along with it. “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8) Use of God’s
things gives us a chance to display God’s grace in Jesus to the people who surround us, the family close to us, and all the neighbors with
whom we interact. Use of God’s things is a tremendous privilege.

That sense of “using” God’s things, rather than “hoarding” God’s things, is at the heart and core of a Christian estate plan. In fact,
the gift plan is the fun part of estate work, as we joyfully plan to bless others with all the things God has gathered under our faithful

stewardship.
Your LWML Gift Planning Counselor can help you find that joy. contact Lois Anderson at loisandersonlwml@gmail.com

Rewmmg God's Blessings

Prayer requests—

Please submit your prayer requests by Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,

phone (208) 459-4191 or by email to give thanks in all circumstances;

graceonkimball@gmail.com. for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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Keep in our Prayers—

We pray God’s healing, care and comfort for those dealing with:

Heart — Terry Hensen, Brook Van Leuven, Janice
Beaudry, Gregg Nanninga (on heart transplant
list), Katherine Clark

Ailments & Surgery recovery — Bunnie Welshons

Mental health — David Ledington

Deaths— Rick Phillips

Cancer — Sharon Andrews, Patrick Knee, Don Southard,
Teresa Owens, Dave Vorderstrasse, Wayne Sna-
vely, Jerry Bengtson, Jim Nelson, Penny Storms
Jeffries, Gary Olufson, Jerry Shaffer, Denise
Shaffer, Doris Powell, Dave Koontz, Patti
Wood, Kathy Tessmer, Mike Hardin

Liver — Bryant Neal
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Grace Lutheran Childcare Center—
October 2, 2024 — Construction Started

May 2025 — gravel poured alongside the building, back fence installed, playground equipment being assem-
bled, sod placed, sandbox in. Yard is done!




June 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:15 am Christian Education Bulletin Deadline 9:00 VBS Set-up
10:30 am Family Worship 6:00 pm Concordia 9:30 — 11:00 a.m.
with Holy Communion Circle/LWML Potluck 6:00 pm Women’s Bible Women'’s Bible Study 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Meeting Study — Last Class Community
Yard Sale.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14  Flag Day

9:15 am Christian Education
10:30 am Family Worship

Bulletin Deadline

Women'’s Bible Study

6:00 pm Board of Time is TBD
Elders
15 Father’s Day 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:15 am Christian Education 9:30 — 11:00 a.m.
10:30 am Family Worship Bulletin Deadline | Women'’s Bible Study Newsletter
with Holy Communion Deadline
1:00 pm Board of
Stewardship & Finance
22 23 24 25 26 National DCE Day |27 28.
9:15 am Christian Education
10:30 am Family Worship Bulletin Deadline [9:30 —11:00 a.m.
Women'’s Bible Study
29 30 Deuteronomy 6:5-7

9:15 am Christian Education
10:30 am Family Worship

®>You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your

might. ® And these words that | command you today shall be on your heart. ” You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by
the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.




