December 2018
Human Trafficking Awareness—

2019 Calendars—

Thank you to all who attended, participated in, made
food and brought presents for Danyel. You gave her such
a gift.
I was recently having a conversation with Dawn
Magglish, founder of InsideOut, the organization fighting
for girls in the Treasure Valley. She has taken some time
off for self-care and refocus. She is exhausted. She
explained how hard it is to do her job, working with girls
who have been so abused. Girls who don't know their
worth, who don't understand they are loved. She talked
about the reality of the decisions these girls make after
they have been brought out of trafficking situations
because they don't know what a healthy relationship
looks like, they desire love but don't know boundaries. I
understand abuse - I do not have a clue of the abuse
these young girls have been through. These girls are
bruised, some would even say broken.
Bruised. Isaiah tells us, "A bruised reed he will not
break, a smoldering wick he will not snuff out" (Is. 42:3).
The plant on the side of a ditch, the one that has been
bent over by the wind and storm. The candle that has
faced just a little too much wind, yet not completely out, a
spark...a smoldering orange glow. Still alive. Not
completely broken. Not completely out.
This is where God finds these girls. This is where
God finds us. This is where God finds me.
We celebrate the birth of the Savior this month.
Jesus came for us, the bruised. He came to be broken so
we wouldn't have to. His deep love entered this world to
save us and heal us. To redeem and restore.
Please continue to pray for and support these girls.
Pray for Dawn and the ministry of InsideOut. And pray for
God's love to shower over those who don't know what
Love is.
As we close out this year of education on Human
Trafficking, I ask you to pick up a gift card to Walmart,
Target, Kohls - where ever you shop. $20-50 is sufficient.
These gift cards will be given to girls who have been
"rescued." The girls coming out of trafficking usually have
no extra clothes or family to rely on to buy them new
clothes. This gift card will give them a sense of "normal"
in their chaos. To be able to go shopping for a new outfit
can bring a sense of comfort. If you choose to do this,
please leave the gift card in the manila envelope labeled
“Inside Out Gift Cards” located just inside my office.
Keep Praying, Amy Hubach

Flahiff Funeral Chapel has donated several
2019 calendars. They are located in the entry way
on the counter.

Sunday School Update—
There will be no Christian Education Hour on
December 23 and 30. Sunday morning church
will be held at 10:30 AM.

Education Focus for 2019:
Suicide Awareness—
The 2019 focus will be on Suicide Awareness.
A group of counselors will be meeting together
to put together workshops in the area of Suicide
Prevention and Awareness. We look forward to
offering educational opportunities for the
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at large.
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“The Nightmare Before Christmas”

I imagine almost all of you are familiar with the
movie, or at least have heard the title before. In 1993
Walt Disney Studios released “The Nightmare Before
Christmas”. In that movie, Jack Skellington, the
Pumpkin King and leader of Halloween Town is bored
with the same old routine. But when he opens a
portal to Christmas Town he decides to take over this
new land and chaos ensues as the ghouls, vampires,
werewolves and other creatures of Halloween Town
put their own ghastly spin on Christmas.
The movie itself is very dark and, of course,
completely misses any of the real story of Christmas
– except for the title. Yes, that’s right. The title of the
movie actually declares a profound truth. There really
was (and, in fact continues to be) a nightmare before
Christmas.
Think about it. Without the coming of Christ,
human life would indeed be a nightmare. Without
Jesus life would be a relatively short, struggle-filled
existence here on earth followed by an eternity in hell.
But through the gift of His Son, God grabbed the
world by the shoulders and said, “WAKE UP! Your
salvation is at hand!” Now, for those who believe in

Christ Jesus, the nightmare is over and real life has
begun.
Have you ever had a terrible dream, filled with
fear and trembling, but then woken up and discovered
that it was only a dream? If so, remember what a
relief it was to know that the dream wasn’t real? That
relief is not unlike the relief of knowing all of your sins
are forgiven in Christ.
What’s sad is that there are so many who never
wake-up from the nightmare of unforgiven sin. And at
the end, the bad dream becomes an eternal reality.
A Christless Christmas is nothing more than a
nightmare within a nightmare, a cruel joke that
promises peace and joy but never delivers.
And that’s where we come in. We have the joy of
sharing the greatest news ever told. Jesus was born
into our world for one purpose – to live the life we
couldn’t live, die the death we deserved, and rise to
life to give us the promise of eternal life with Him.
I pray that your Christmas is filled with the joy and
hope which the birth of Christ brings to all the world and,
as always, I look forward to seeing you all in church.

Pastor Brooks

Advent and Christmas Worship Schedule 2018
On Wednesdays a light supper will be served from 5:30-6:15 pm. A hymn sing will begin in the
sanctuary at 6:15 pm, worship will begin at 6:30 pm and be concluded no later than 7:15 pm.

Sunday, Dec. 2 – 10:30 am
Wednesday, Dec. 5 – 6:30 pm
Sunday, Dec. 9 – 10:30 am
Wednesday, Dec. 12 – 6:30 pm
Sunday, Dec. 16 – 10:30 am

“Praising God’s Salvation: So Big!”
“Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of Abraham”
“Life with God; Life from God”
“Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of Mary”
Sunday School Christmas Program
“No More Desolate Places”
Wednesday, Dec. 19 – 6:30 pm
“Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of Sinners”
Sunday, Dec. 23 – 10:30 am
“His Steadfast Love Endures Forever!”
Christmas Eve Carol & Candlelight Service
Monday, Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm
“How Little. How Majestic!”
Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 10:00 am
“Don’t Miss It!”
Sunday, Dec. 30 – 10:30 am
“Heaven and Nature Sings!”
Sunday, Jan. 6 (Epiphany) – 10:30 am
“The Heavens Declare…”
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Psalm 96
Matthew 1:1
Psalm 107:23‒32
Matthew 1:18-25
Psalm 147:7-18
Matthew 1:1-17
Psalm 136
Psalm 8
Psalm 24
Psalm 148:7-14
Psalm 19

The next gathering of the
Grace Book Club will be
Sunday, December 30 at
6:30 PM. We will be
discussing “The School of
Essential Ingredients” by
Erica Bauermeister. Our

Women’s Crafting Retreats
January 11-14 & February 8-11, 2019
Cost: $135-$145
Grab your scrapbooks, quilts, sewing
machines, and creativity. Get ready to craft your
weekend away!

meeting place is TBD.
A short summary: Once a month, eight students gather in
Lillian's restaurant for a cooking class. Among them is
Claire, a young woman coming to terms with her new
identity as a mother; Tom, a lawyer whose life has been
overturned by loss; Antonia, an Italian kitchen designer
adapting to life in America; and Carl and Helen, a longmarried couple whose union contains surprises the rest of
the class would never suspect... The students have come
to learn the art behind Lillian's soulful dishes, but it soon
becomes clear that each seeks a recipe for something
beyond the kitchen. And soon they are transformed by the
aromas, flavors, and textures of what they create.

Winter Family Flurry
February 15-18, 2019
Cost: Varies
Join us for tubing and snowshoeing,
snowmen building contests, and more! There is
limited space in the comfort of the Retreat
Center, so register early!

Any and all women are invited to join us for a
heartfelt talk and a glass of wine! If you have any
questions, you can call Janet at 801-518-7319.

Men’s Winter Weekend
March 1-3, 2019
Cost: $130/person
Enjoy meals and fellowship in the winter
wilderness! Activities include cross country
skiing, snowshoeing, and tubing. Rent a
snowmobile or bring your own.

Senior High Snowfest
March 8-10, 2019
Cost: $105/person
Hang out by the fire, eat excellent food, and
play in the snow while spending time in prayer
and the Word with others from the region.
Contact Information
Register at: CampPerkins.org
Call: (208)788-0897
Email: info@campperkins

Concordia Circle/LWML—
The women of Grace are invited to attend the
annual Concordia Circle/LWML Christmas party
on Dec. 3rd, 6:30 at Lillian Pierce's home. A meal will
be served, followed with some games and a gift
exchange. The women will also be doing an
ingathering of canned goods. For more information
please contact Barbara James or Lillian Pierce.

Council Meeting—
The council meeting for this month has been
cancelled.

Elder Meeting—
The Elder’s meeting for this month will be held
on Tuesday, December 18 at 6:00 p.m.
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Grace Lutheran Preschool
Important Dates for 2018
Dec. 16
Christmas Program
Dec. 24 – Jan. 4
Christmas Break
Jan. 8, 2019
School Resumes
Pre-Kindergarten
4 Year Old Class
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our class has been learning about the 10 commandments, David & Goliath, Daniel &
the Lion’s den, thankfulness and Jonah. Our letters were Q, G, S and J. Some of
our favorite crafts were: making 10 commandment tablets, letter O fall wreath,
David’s pouch of stones, paper gumball machine, pumpkin pie scented playdough,
fingerprint American Indian corn, torn paper pumpkin pie slices, Pilgrim hats, and
J is for Jesus candy canes. We shared what we’re thankful for as we enjoyed a
slice of pumpkin pie to celebrate Thanksgiving. We’ve been working on patterns
and sequencing by figuring out what comes first, next and last. They’ve mastered
vowels, counting to ten in Spanish, and counting by twos. We’ve been learning more
and less and they enjoy playing rug games to help with hand eye coordination. A
big thank you to all the parents because each one of you made the effort to
attend parent teacher conferences which went very well. Please be sure your child
wears weather appropriate coats, gloves, hats, etc. It’s cold out there.

The WORLD needs a STABLE influence.
Merry Christmas, Mrs. Christiansen & Miss Patti
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3 Year Old Class
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Remember November... by first saying "Remember" when learning the month of November our
kids were able to learn the month quicker since the two words rhymed.
Our bible stories reflected our Verse "Give Thanks To The Lord." Psalm 136:1. The Ten Lepers,
David and Goliath, and the Ten Commandments. They learned the one leper returned to Jesus to
give thanks for healing him. Our craft to go along with that story was the color page of 2 hands with
faces on each finger, one finger had a smile face and a Band-Aid because he was the one that was
healed and gave thanks to Jesus. We had a special chapel this month with Pastor Brooks which he
kicked off the story of David and Goliath and taught the children that with God David had the courage
to defeat Goliath because with God we can do anything. Instead of a craft for this story, we had a
sling bag and small rocks to give an idea of what David used as well as a short story with pictures
that we pieced together on the floor to give a visual of the event. The Ten Commandments reflect the
rules we are thankful God put in place for us. We focused on teaching the importance of
Thanksgiving and about the Mayflower ship, pilgrims, Indians, and the very first Thanksgiving. Our
kids made several fun turkey crafts including the Turkey headband they wore to our Mini feast we had
in class and hand stamped place-mats. Our shape this month was Oval so the kids glued oval
shaped feathers onto a turkey, practiced cutting out oval shapes for their Q-tip painted Indian corn,
and had hard boiled eggs as a snack. Brown was our color so we colored brown turkeys, had
chocolate pudding for snack, and brought brown items from home for show and tell. Our numbers
were 7, 8, 9, and our letters were U, C, and O. They also learned how to make these letters in sign
language.
This month's bible verse is "Jesus has been born for you" Luke 2:11. They will learn the stories of
Mary and Joseph, their visit from Angels, journey to Bethlehem, Jesus' birth, and the Three Wisemen.
They will learn about different countries by "Traveling around the World" which snack time will reflect
what they eat in the different countries we will "travel" to. Our letters are Q, G, S. Our color is Green.
Our shape is Star. Our number will be 10 then doing a review of numbers 1-10.
A huge thank you to all the special guests that attended and or contributed to our Mini Feast.
Everything was very delicious.
Also thank you to the parents for coming in for Parent Teacher Conferences. We were very
pleased to meet with you and enjoyed talking to you about your child's progress in the class room so
far.
All our love,
Mrs. Amanda Gigray & Mrs. Katie Villegas

Proverbs 22:6
Start children off on the way they should go,
and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
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December 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,

8:00 am Group
Bible Fellowship Denny’s at Flying J

because he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21
2

3
9:15 am Christian Education
10:30 am Family Worship
with Holy Communion

6:00 pm Intergenerational Dinner
Greeters: Angela Bow
9

4

5

Preschool 3’s & 4’s
9:30/12:30 Chapel

6:30 pm LWML –
Concordia Circle
Christmas Party at
5:45 pm Exercise
Lillian Pierce’s
10

11

16 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

17

Bulletin Deadline

Newsletter Deadline

18

19

20

24 Christmas Eve

25 Christmas Day
7:00 pm Carol & 10:00 am Worship
w/ Holy Communion
Candlelight Service

Greeters: James & Julie Dowen

Greeters: Terry &
Sharon Hensen
31 New Year’s
Eve

14

Preschool 3’s & 4’s

5:45 pm Exercise

No Christian Education
10:30 am Family Worship
with Holy Communion

No Christian Education
10:30 am Family Worship
6:30 pm Grace Book Club

13

Preschool 4’s

1:00 pm Quilters
5:45 pm Exercise
6:30 pm Theology on Tap
at Burger Theory

5:45 pm Exercise
6:00 pm Elder’s

Greeters: Jerry & Sharon Deal

9:30 am Christmas
Program Practice

1:00 pm Quilters
5:45 pm Exercise

10:30 a.m. Midweek Bible
Study
5:30 pm Soup Supper
6:30 pm Advent Service
7:30 pm Choir Practice

6:00 pm Youth Christmas Party at
the Hubach’s

30

7:30 pm Choir Practice

Preschool 4’s

Preschool 3’s & 4’s
9:30/12:30 Chapel

9:15 am Christian Education
10:30 am Christmas Program

23

5:30 pm Soup Supper – NYG
Fundraiser
6:30 pm Advent Service

9:30 am Christmas
Program Practice

21

Preschool 3’s & 4’s

27
1:00 pm Quilters
5:45 pm Exercise
6:30 pm Theology on Tap
at Burger Theory

5:45 pm Exercise

Preschool is on
Christmas Break from
12/24/18 thru 1/4/19

Greeters: Jim & Mary Freeland
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22

8:00 am Group
Bible Fellowship Denny’s at Flying J

10:30 a.m. Midweek Bible
Study
1:00 pm Quilters
5:30 pm Soup Supper
5:45 pm Exercise
6:30 pm Advent Service
No Council Meeting
7:30 pm Choir Practice

Bulletin Deadline

15

8:00 am Group
Bible Fellowship Denny’s at Flying J

Bulletin Deadline

26

8

8:00 am Group
Bible Fellowship Denny’s at Flying J

Bulletin Deadline

12

6:30 pm H.S. Bible Study
Greeters: Aaron & Julie Christiansen

7

Preschool 3’s & 4’s

10:30 a.m. Midweek Bible
Study

Preschool 3’s & 4’s

9:15 am Christian Education
10:30 am Family Worship

6

Preschool 4’s

Saturday

28

29

8:00 am Group
Bible Fellowship Denny’s at Flying J

